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blast my prestige if it appeared I was not
an official. Presently we have got on the
subject of black buck, and he tells me
there is a herd grazing about two miles
away. I hire his cattle and the plough and
his own services for a sum that would
sound to you ridiculously small, but means
much to him. It will be a holiday not only
for man but for beast since the plough
win simply drag along the earth without
being required to cut into it: and on the
way I talk to him as simply as I can about
the great change that is coming over the
country.
It takes a long time to arouse the
smallest spark of interest, and then all he
wants to know is whether land assessment
will be affected. As soon as it is plain to
Mm that there will be no large or imme-
diate changes in the one or two matters
that touch him, that tiny spark of interest
is totally extinguished. I am sure he is
glad when we are near enough to the
black buck for me to dismount from my
horse and tether it and begin walking on